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[bookmark: _Toc9598348]Introduction

Please note that the following rules apply to this application:
· This application form is intended to apply for a knowledge programme within the framework of the LimburgAgri-food programme.
· The application can only be submitted in digital form to the Programme Secretariat using the application form at www.liof-limburgagrofood.nl.
· Only complete applications will be considered. A complete application consists of this application form, fully completed and duly signed, and the mandatory SME statement that forms part of this application form.
· After submitting the application form you will receive confirmation of receipt as soon as possible. The Programme Secretariat will then check whether your application is complete. If the application is complete, you will receive digital confirmation of admissibility from the Programme Secretariat by e-mail. If your application is not complete, the Programme secretariat will inform you of this.
· The content of the submitted application form, including the SME statement, will be assessed by the steering committee. The Programme secretariat will inform the applicant of the LBDF’s decision and provide a copy.




Each part of this application includes instructions in italics indicating which elements should at least be included in your description of the part in question.
Your application for a Knowledge Programme will be assessed on the basis of three criteria:
1. Business case or problem definition.
2. Reasons for wanting to participate in the Knowledge programme.
3. Expected impact on company's success.

[bookmark: _Toc9598349]Applicant details

Company details
	Name of business
	[bookmark: Text5]     

	Visiting address
	[bookmark: Text6]     

	Postcode
	[bookmark: Text7]     

	Town/city
	     

	
	

	Chamber of Commerce registration number
	[bookmark: Text9]     

	Legal form
	[bookmark: Text11]     

	
	

	IBAN
	[bookmark: Text13]     

	In the name of
	[bookmark: Text14]     



Contact information
	Title
	[bookmark: Selectievakje4][bookmark: Selectievakje5]|_| Mr	|_| Ms

	Surname
	     

	First name 
	     

	Position
	     

	Telephone
	     

	Email
	[bookmark: Text8]     






2.1	Company description 
Give a description of your company and its most important products/services. Describe the structure of the business and specify any affiliated legal entities (e.g. shareholders, affiliates, subsidiaries, and holdings) in an organization chart. Also state the percentage of affiliation of such legal entities.
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[bookmark: _Toc9598350]Your knowledge programme

[bookmark: _Toc9598351]3.1	Educational institute
Tick the educational institution at which you wish to take part in the Knowledge programme

|_|	Maastricht University
|_|	Fontys University of Applied Sciences
|_|	HAS University of Applied Sciences


[bookmark: _Toc9598352]3.2	Business case or problem definition
Provide a description of the business case/problem that you want to analyse and improve or solve with the aid of the Knowledge Programme instrument.
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[bookmark: _Toc9598353]3.3	Reasons for participation
Describe your reasons to take part in a Knowledge programme.









[bookmark: _Toc9598354]3.4 	Anticipated impact
Describe the anticipated impact of participating in a Knowledge Programme on the success of the company in the longer term.











[bookmark: _Toc9598355]3.5 	Participants
You should preferably take part in the training sessions with at least 2 people (preferably including two Management Team members) from your company. It is strongly recommended that two Management Team members are present at the master classes so that students' conclusions and recommendations are implemented in the company. If this is not possible, please state the reason in this application form. There are places for a maximum of three people per company. 

Participant 1
	Title
	|_| Mr	|_| Ms

	Surname
	     
	First name
	     

	Position
	     
	
	

	Email
	     
	
	



Participant 2
	Title
	|_| Mr	|_| Ms

	Surname
	     
	First name
	     

	Position
	     
	
	

	Email
	     
	
	



Participant 3
	Title
	|_| Mr	|_| Ms

	Surname
	     
	First name
	     

	Position
	     
	
	

	Email
	     
	
	





[bookmark: _Ondertekening]

[bookmark: _Toc9598356]SME test

The SME test given below enables you to show that your company meets the SME definition.

According to Small- and medium-sized enterprises: definition and scope, the European Commission defines a medium-sized enterprise as having fewer than 250 FTEs. An enterprise must be independent and have limited annual turnover. The criteria above apply to a company as a whole, including any subsidiaries.

More information is provided in the extensive Information brochure on the definition of SMEs, which can be found at www.liof-limburgagrofood.nl. This brochure contains clear examples of how the total figures for number of employees, turnover, and balance sheet total is calculated for an enterprise, including subsidiaries and affiliates. Please read this brochure carefully before providing the figures.

Tick what applies to your company in the table below.

	1.
	Does your company have 250 employees (calculated in FTEs) or more?
	☐ Yes --> Your company is not an SME and is not eligible for a grant.

☐ No --> Proceed to question 2.

	2. 
	Does the company's annual turnover exceed €50 million?

and

Does the balance sheet total exceed €43 million?
	☐ Yes --> Your company is not an SME. It is not eligible for a grant.

☐ No --> Proceed to question 3.

	3. 
	Do one or more public authorities or bodies jointly or indirectly control 25% or more of the capital or voting rights of your company?

NB: not including the investors mentioned in point 6.
	☐ Yes --> Your company is not an SME and is not eligible for a grant.

☐ No --> Proceed to question 4.

	4.
	Does your company own more than 50% of the voting rights of another company?

or

Does another company, or a group of affiliated companies together, own more than 50% of the voting rights of your company?

NB: the applicant is also be considered an affiliated enterprise if the applicant, through one or more enterprises, or investors as defined in point 5, maintains one of the relationships referred to in Article 3(3) of EU Regulation No 1303/2013 with another enterprise
	☐ Yes --> Your company is an affiliated company. When calculating the number of employees, the annual turnover and the balance sheet total, you must add the data of all affiliated companies (100%) to your own data. If your company also has partner companies, the data of the partner companies should also be taken into account in proportion to the share in the capital or the voting rights (level of the percentages). Proceed to question 5.

☐ No --> Proceed to question 5.

	5.
	Does your company, alone or together with affiliated companies, own 25% or more of the capital or voting rights of another company?

or

Do one or more affiliated companies own 25% or more of the capital or voting rights of your company?
	☐ Yes --> Proceed to question 6.

☐ No --> Your company is an SME and is eligible for a grant.

	6.
	Is this exclusively one of the following categories of investors (=special investors)?
Public investment corporations, venture capital companies, individuals or groups of individuals with a regular venture capital investment activity ("business angels") and not investing their own funds in listed companies, provided that the total investment of these "business angels" in the same company does not exceed €1.25 million.
Not for profit universities or research centres
Autonomous local authorities, with a budget of < €10 million and < 5000 inhabitants
Institutional investors, including regional development funds
	☐ Yes --> Your company is an SME and is eligible for a grant. 

☐ No --> Your company is a partner company. When calculating the number of employees, annual turnover and balance sheet total, you must add the data of the partner enterprises to your own data in proportion to the share in the capital or voting rights (level of the percentages). Proceed to question 7.

	7.
	Do the aggregate values of your enterprise (including associated enterprises and partner enterprises) remain below the limits set out in 1 and 2?
	☐ Yes --> Your company is an SME and is eligible for a grant.

☐ No --> Your company is not an SME and is not eligible for a grant.




Based on the table above, the applicant declares the following figures to be true for their enterprise in the previous financial year 20  :

	Number of FTE (<250) 
	     

	AND
	

	Annual turnover (<€50m)
	     

	OR
	

	Balance sheet total (<€43m)
	     



By signing this application under the ‘Signature’ section, the applicant declares that he/she has read and accepted the rules on the SME status for enterprises.


[bookmark: _Toc9598357]Signature

By signing this application, you as the signatory and applicant declare the following:
· You are authorized to sign and submit the application.
· All of the information given in the application form is true.
· You are responsible and liable for ensuring activities forming part of this innovation project are carried out properly and for complying with the terms and associated conditions and obligations.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]You have read the current Knowledge Programme scheme applicable at the time of signing this application (see www.liof-limburgagrofood.nl).
· To participate in reports, monitoring and evaluations of LimburgAgri-food on request.
· To cooperate with the PR activities of LimburgAgri-food.
· To take part in the training sessions with at least two people from the company.
· In principle, to be present during all training sessions.
· You act as guarantor for your own financial contribution towards this knowledge programme.
· You have not been suspended from trading or declared bankrupt.
· You are familiar with and comply with the rules on state aid for undertakings.
· Your company meets the European conditions for SME status.



	Town/city
	Date
	Name
	Position

	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	
	
	

	Company stamp/logo
	
	Signature
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